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Abstract

The study aims to monitor and analyze the Palestinian press
discourse on the issue of (Israeli) settlements in the West Bank and
examine its theses, monitor the positive and negative qualities and
roles attributed to the actors, and the arguments put forward by the
producers of this discourse. The study also identifies the points of
difference and agreement in the discourses and the agenda of Al-Quds,
Al-Hayat Aljadeeda and Felesteen newspapers towards the (Israeli)
settlements issue. It further analyzes the frames used by the three
newspapers in dealing with the issue of settlement.

This descriptive study used the discourse analysis and survey
methodologies by which a content analysis tool was employed as well
as the approach of comparative interrelationships within which the
tool of methodical comparison was used. The study used both framing
and agenda setting theory. Data collection involved using discourse
analysis and content analysis tools. The study included samples from
the newspapers of Al-Quds, Al-Hayat Al-jadeeda and Felesteen
Newspapers' issues were collected based on a systematic random
selection according to the artificial week approach over the year 2012
from 01/01/2012to 31/12/2012.

The most important findings of the content analysis showed that
the popular resistance topped Palestinian reactions to Israeli
settlements issue in the West Bank, and the governorate of Jerusalem
was at the forefront of governorates where the issues of settlement
building in its geographical scope was dealt with. This interest reflects
the status of Jerusalem governorate in the study Newspapers' agenda
on the one hand, and on the other hand it refers to the Zionist targeting
of the Holy City. The newspapers greatly depended on its own press
sources and the political orientation of these newspapers impacted the
selection of press sources.

The conflict frame came first in the media frames used for the
issues of settlement. The news report was at the forefront of other
news forms used by the newspapers to cover the issues of settlement.
Al-Quds newspaper was especially noted for its editorial and press
interview.

The most important results that emerged from the discourse
analytic component of the study showed that Al-Quds newspaper was
far higher than the other newspapers in the number of theses dealing
with settlement. The thesis "occupation government provides all forms
of support for the settlers," received the largest percentage among all
theses in Al-Quds and Al-Hayat Aljadeeda newspapers. This thesis was
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missing from Felesteen newspaper. Further, official Palestinian
political discourse had an effect on the discourse of Al-Hayat Aljadeeda
newspaper, and to a lesser degree on the discourse of Al-Quds
newspaper.

It is the outcome of actors analysis, the majority of attributes and
roles negative went to the Israeli government agencies. And declined
to attend the Arab actors dramatically in the three newspapers speech
which refers to the actual weakness of the Arab role towards the
Israeli settlement issue.

As for arguments used by the newspapers, the study shows that
the Palestinian press discourse was based on the “facts and realities” in
addressing the issue of (Israeli) settlement activities in the West Bank.
The study came up with several recommendations, the most important
of which involves calling on the Palestinian newspapers to highlight
the (Israeli) settlement schemes in the Jordan Valley. The study also
called Al-Quds and Al-Hayat Aljadeeda newspapers to rethink the way
they use the translated articles from (Israeli) newspapers. The study
recommended Al-Quds newspaper to address the disadvantage of
failing to mention the sources of a lot of press materials. It also
recommended Al-Hayat Aljadeeda and Felesteen newspapers to use
the editorial, and also called on the Palestinian newspapers to increase
their interest in the opinion articles and their diversity so as to be able
to effectively express their press discourses towards different issues.
The study called on researchers to conduct media studies on the
(Israeli) settlements which cover aspects not addressed by this study,
such as the use of methods, tools, samples and other time periods for
the purpose of enriching research in this important topic.
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